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Y e a r s
1 9 6 6

Ned O’Gorman arrives in Harlem and opens The Children’s Storefront, now
Storefront Academy Harlem, as a small program for neighborhood children.
The program functions as a library, an afterschool center and a drop-in site,
and food and quiet nap space are provided for about 50 children a day.

1 9 7 5
The Storefront, now serving approximately 60 children, moves into the
basement of All Saint’s Church. The Storefront is incorporated as a non-profit
organization with a Board of Trustees and establishes its tuition-free policy.

1 9 7 9
The Storefront rents the basement of 57 East 129th Street, our first permanent
home, and begins its official expansion in 1981 into an elementary school by
launching a first grade. The Storefront’s Board of Trustees goes on to buy the
building at 57 East 129th Street.

1 9 8 9
The Storefront graduates its first eighth grade class of six students.

1 9 9 4
The Storefront is granted full accreditation by the New York State Association
of Independent Schools.

2 0 1 4
The Children’s Storefront becomes Storefront Academy Harlem with the
unveiling of the new name and a new logo at the organization’s annual
spring gala.

2 0 1 5
Storefront Academy South Bronx, a public charter school precisely
replicating the Storefront Academy Harlem educational model, opens with
100 kindergarten and first grade students in fall 2015.
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d e a r

f r i e n d s ,

Fifty years ago, Storefront Academy Harlem undertook a mission that was needed desperately.
At a time when the educational opportunities in Harlem were extremely limited and failure
was the norm, we set out to provide a top-notch education to some of Harlem’s neediest
children. Today, we are proud to have maintained that single-minded dedication, serving
children who face obstacles each and every day in the pursuit of their education.
The talents and enthusiasm of our students motivate us to remain committed to and
grounded in the work that we do. Every child is different, each has their own story, and all of
them are poised to change the world. They make us excited for the future.
As a tuition-free private school, Storefront Academy Harlem has flourished because of the
strength and the determination of our community – our students, their families, our faculty,
our board, our supporters, and our friends. They stand with us through the best of times and
have carried us through darkness and despair. They consistently answer the call and believe
deeply in our work and our students.
Our community is special, and has been our strength from our earliest days. In the pages
ahead, we celebrate and share what makes Storefront Academy Harlem unique. This is not
just another school. It’s a family coming together to uplift a neighborhood and a city.
We are forever grateful to those who were here from the beginning, and those who have
stayed with us on this thrilling journey. You are the reason we are here today, and the reason
we know we will still be here in another fifty years.
Sincerely,

Ray A. Cameron		
C h a i r m a n 			

Elisa Istueta

Executive Director
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O u r

S t u d e n t s

At Storefront Academy Harlem, we believe
it is our responsibility to prepare each of
our students for life beyond our campus. It
starts when they are small, and ends when
we help to place every student at a great
high school that is the perfect fit, despite
the fact that many of them come to us
facing insurmountable challenges that
stand in the way of their education. We
give each child options and opportunities,
and inspire them to lead incredible lives.

E g yp t ‘ 2 3
First grader Egypt has faced many challenges in her short
life. When she joined the Storefront as a pre-kindergarten
student, she lived with her family in a shelter. For Egypt, this
translated to struggles in school: she was unable to identify
colors, shapes, numbers or letters—not even the letters in
her own name. Her mother was unable to focus on Egypt’s
education, and couldn’t support her the way she needed.

At Storefront Academy, Egypt’s teachers
went above and beyond to get her on
track. They worked diligently with Egypt
until she began to see her own progress,
even learning to praise herself, regularly
exclaiming, “I did it!”
Egypt has made impressive strides since
she joined the Storefront family, and she
continues to learn and grow quickly. She
loves art and reading, and her favorite activity during her free time is to write letters to her teachers and friends to let them
know how much she loves them. Despite the odds, Egypt is
excited to come to school to learn, and has a very bright future ahead of her.
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Pat r i c k ‘ 1 6
Patrick is an eighth grader at Storefront
Academy, and a first generation American.
Patrick’s love for learning grew from his
parents’ struggle, and from their constant
reminders that education is the key to success. Patrick’s father operates a taxi service
with an income that supports a household
of four, and sometimes it’s just enough to
cover the necessities.

With his parents’ challenges and encouragement driving him, Patrick takes full advantage of the tuition-free private education
that Storefront Academy offers. He is committed to excelling academically, but is also
deeply involved in enrichment opportunities provided by Storefront
Academy, including our middle
school men’s mentoring program.
Since joining Storefront Academy, Patrick has transformed into
a well-rounded young man who is
academically strong, and knowledgeable about the community and
world beyond his neighborhood.
As Patrick’s educational journey at
Storefront Academy comes to end,
he is excited about high school and has his
eyes set on attending one of the nation’s top
boarding schools.

A n ta e u s ‘ 0 4
For much of her life, Antaeus struggled with her
identity. She grew up in Harlem living with her
mother and knew she was both African-American
and Jewish, but didn’t quite know where she fit in.
Storefront Academy Harlem changed the course of
her life.

kevin ‘11
Kevin’s character and his future were shaped through
his experiences at Storefront Academy. He blossomed
from his start as a shy and timid preschooler, growing
more confident every year thanks to his teachers, who
continue to be an inspiration to Kevin. Their support
went much further than at a typical school. In the 8th
grade, Kevin’s father passed away just as he was looking forward to high school and his future. He recalls
how Storefront Academy’s faculty and staff took the
time to talk to him, helping him to understand and
process his loss. His “Storefront family” gave him
strength and helped him grieve.

Kevin graduated from Storefront
Academy and went on to excel
at Xavier High School. At Xavier, Kevin discovered the school’s
Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps Regiment (JROTC) program. He credits the Storefront’s
focus on core values for his success at Xavier and as a Cadet Colonel with the JROTC.
In 2015, Kevin entered his first
year at the United States Military
Academy at West Point. He plans
to study aeronautical systems engineering to learn the science and
design of fixed wing flight systems and—eventually—
to serve our country as an army helicopter pilot.

As a student at Storefront Academy, she found herself a part of a very diverse community and under
the tutelage of faculty members who cared deeply about each student. Because of their attention,
she read books by authors like Toni Morrison and
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and even had the opportunity
to journey outside of the United States to visit Senegal and South Africa. Their support went beyond
academics. Antaeus’ math teacher spent time with
her outside of the classroom to help
Antaeus understand and appreciate her
Jewish heritage and to become confident in her uniqueness. Thanks to the
Storefront, Antaeus developed a strong
sense of self, which has helped propel
her to success.
Since graduating from Storefront Academy, Antaeus has received her bachelor’s degree from St. John Fisher College, and recently earned a master’s
degree in Urban Planning from Long
Island University. Along the way, she
has interned for senators and at the
White House. Today, she works at a major non-profit organization in New York
City, and plans to dedicate her life to making a difference and helping others to succeed.
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O u r

Co m m u n i t y

Storefront Academy’s tight-knit community
of students, families, volunteers, trustees,
supporters and friends has always been
central to our success and longevity.
Our community sets us apart, and together
makes a profound difference on the lives
of our students, going above and beyond
to introduce them to new ideas, neighborhoods, and possibilities.

T h e C l a s s r oo m
When you enter Helen Hanson’s 4th grade classroom, you
immediately feel the connection she has with her students.
Ms. Hanson easily navigates the room, giving individualized
attention to each child, and students are engaged and excited
about learning. It is clear she has created a classroom culture
focused on bringing all students to success, and where
classmates are excited to help each other get on track. Ms.
Hanson’s class is a true testament to the tight community that
Storefront Academy fosters.

In every Storefront Academy classroom, our eager students
are guided by thoughtful, firm, and caring teachers. Our faculty
members intentionally create an environment that makes
students excited to learn about academics and the world
beyond the classroom. In our brownstones, teachers create
a nurturing environment that is open, honest and supportive
and built upon our core values of honesty, perseverance,
diligence, concern for others, respect, and responsibility.

Vo l u n t e e r s
Barbara Tauber has dedicated hundreds of
hours as a volunteer with Storefront Academy Harlem over the last 10 years. She works
hands-on with students across all grade levels, supporting teachers and scaffolding our
most struggling learners. Barbara admits
that the strength of her relationships with
students come from an understanding that
she’s not their teacher. Her impact on student learning is nothing but huge.

Since day one, volunteers have been Storefront Academy’s backbone. They have played
the role of teacher, mentor, advisor, partner
and friend, and it is no accident that Storefront Academy welcomes more than 250
volunteers – like Barbara – onto our campus
every year. From those who work tirelessly as mentors to our middle schoolers, to
the trustees who have taken responsibility
for Storefront Academy’s governance and
growth, volunteers have fulfilled an incredible responsibility to keep the foundation
of Storefront Academy strong. They play an
essential role in changing the lives of Storefront Academy’s students and families.
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Families
The Storefront Academy community is a second home
to many, including Front Office Associate Christopher
Williams. Not only does Chris live two doors down
from our main building on 129th Street, his family has
been part of the Storefront family for more than thirty
years. Over the last three decades, his family members
have worked at Storefront Academy, and Chris,
his mother, his siblings, and many other relatives
attended as students and graduated as Storefront
Academy alumni.

Family is an essential component to Storefront
Academy, and the Williams family is just one of
many. Close relationships with students and families
are a source of pride for all of Storefront Academy’s
faculty and administration, and essential to our
ability to serve the whole child and by extension, the
whole family. To best meet the needs of every child,
we meet the needs of every family. We wouldn’t be
able to be true to ourselves any other way.
Harlem
Hope was in short supply in Harlem in 1966. Ned
O’Gorman, Storefront’s Academy’s founder, saw
a need for a place in the neighborhood where
children could be safe, and took over an out-ofuse storefront in a building on Madison Avenue
and 129th Street. He opened up this safe space for
parents to bring their young children to nap and for
older children to come after school. He put a sign
in the window offering help to anyone who wanted
to learn anything.The Storefront has called Harlem
home ever since.

We take deep pride in our longevity here in Harlem,
and the profound impact that we have made on hundreds of lives since we were founded. When it all
began, Harlem was a very different place than it is
today, and we provided a safe space to learn about
the world and think about the future. Our neighborhood has changed, but our mission hasn’t.
The spark of hope that Ned wished to give all of
the children of Harlem is alive in every part of our
work, and his legacy still shines in the hearts of all
of our community members.
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O u r

F u t u r e

The 2014-2015 year was an incredible year for Storefront Academy Harlem.
As we enter the next chapter, we will continue to lay solid foundations to
develop confident, motivated and joyful children who have an enthusiasm
for learning and are willing to give their all, no matter the challenge.

Storefront Academy South
Bronx first grader Janiah,
one of 100 new students that
joined the Storefront Academy
family in September 2015.

For fifty years, our proven academic model has transformed the lives of
hundreds of children. We believe that our intentional approach creates
smart kids, but, even more importantly, well-rounded individuals who go on to succeed in the world. Your
support has allowed us to bring this proven approach to more children this year: through the opening of
Storefront Academy South Bronx, a public charter school replicating the Storefront Academy Harlem
Model, and through the pilot expansion of our
afterschool program, which is now open to
Second grader
students not enrolled as Storefront Academy
Boston, a student
students. We are excited to continue to reach
from a neighboring
more families and change more lives through
other opportunities for growth.
school that
participates in

At the heart of any new program we undertake
Storefront Academy’s
will be our whole child approach to education,
afterschool program.
as we are determined to remain committed
to the mission we envisioned in 1966. There
will continue to be massive challenges for students from underserved neighborhoods and impoverished
backgrounds. However, with the support and care of Storefront Academy’s dedicated staff and faculty, our
commitment remains: no child in our care will fall through the cracks.
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to our supporters
$100,000+
M. Bernard Aidinoff and Elsie V. Aidinoff
La Vida Feliz Foundation
National Development Council in honor of Barbara
and Burton Tauber
Michael and Veronica Stubbs

This list includes donations
made in fiscal year 2015
(July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015).
Storefront Academy Harlem
has made every effort to
ensure that these lists are
complete and accurate.
Please call (212) 427-7900
with any questions.

The Salie Family Private Foundation
Santreece Foundation
Jonathan C. Stearns and Lisa Firenze
Noreene Storrie and Wesley G. McCain
Tenshore Realty
The Thompson Family Foundation, Inc.
Travelers Foundation
David M. Wah and Elizabeth C. Economy
Walton Family Foundation
William H. Pitt Foundation, Inc.
Xerox Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (2)
Altman Foundation
The Charles & Marjorie Holloway Foundation, Inc.
Credit Suisse Americas Foundation
French-American Aid For Children
Antonia and George Grumbach
Joan Ganz Cooney Fund
Christine LaSala and Ellen Lipschitz
Louis & Anne Abrons Foundation, Inc.
Marrus Family Foundation
May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation
Morgan Stanley & Co.
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
The Pinkerton Foundation
Marei von Saher

$5,000 - $9,999
Christian Asmar
Carole and Norman Barham
The Charles and Margaret Clark Family Charitable Fund
Patrick and Jane Curley
Robert Davenport
Jill Davis and Edward Conard
Councilwoman Inez Dickens
Evelyn B. and Mike M. Donatelli
Anne-Marie and Peter Embiricos
Franklin Templeton Investments
Reby B. Gulcan
Holly Peterson Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
The Lincoln Fund
Beth and Mark May
The M.L.E. Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Giles Whiting Foundation
Jeffrey and Antoinette Muti
Elizabeth I. Peters
Saltzman Foundation
Seventh District Foundation
Bridget and Michael Streicker
Andrew and Jessica Wiener
Wiener Family Future Foundation, Inc.
Wolf Kahn and Emily Mason Foundation
Amy Wu Silverman

$25,000 - $49,999
Barry & Janet Lang Philanthropic Fund
Brick Presbyterian Church
Dorian Brown and Dr. Steven Haas
The Buster Foundation
Charles Hayden Foundation
John and Andrea Forbes
David J. Grais
Marilyn M. Simpson Charitable Trust
Mary V. Insall Foundation
News Corp
RBC Capital Markets
Maria Vecchiotti
George and Sandra Weiksner
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (2)
The Bay and Paul Foundations
Consolidated Edison
Hennessy Foundation
Hilda and Christopher Jones
Robert and Barbara Liberman
Peter and Amanda Low
Christopher and Christine Moore
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Ruggles Family Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Abby and George O’Neill Trust
Hilary and Joseph P. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Adelson
AllianceBernstein
Ramon Alvarez
American Express Employee Giving
Eugene and Nancy Andrews
Janis and Andrew Arno
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Paul F. Balser, Sr.
Doug and Lily Band
Barbara Barbera
Mark Barres
Bruce W. Benedict
Sam and Jackie Bisbee
Alison Blitzer
The Brenner Family Foundation
Gavin and Vigdis Burke
Ray and Toni Cameron
The Capital Group Companies
Charitable Foundation
Lisa E. Cleary and Mr. Warren Stone
Daniel M. Neidich and Brooke Garber
Foundation
Kem Danner
George P. Davison and Judith Rivkin
The Debs Foundation
Deloitte & Touche
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award USA-NYMA
Susan R. Edelstein
Edward H. Benenson Foundation
Peter G. Eikenberry
Megan and Joshua Eisenberg
Paola and Joseph Eisler
Barbara Feldon
Nancy and Hart Fessenden
Charlotte Feng Ford
Mary Ann Fribourg
GE Foundation
The Gilder Foundation
The Goldfein Family Foundation, Inc.
Jeffrey Gottschall
David Grimes
Daniel Grubert
The Hagstrom/Leonard Fund
John S. Harrison
Joseph Hayek
Jennifer Heller Wold
David and Laurie Hodgson
Holborn Corporation
David and Kathleen Howe
Michael Jakob
John N. and Gillett A. Gilbert
Family Fund
Mildred E. Jones
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
The Juliet Rosenthal Foundation
Jeff and Jennifer Kelter
Kneisel Foundation
Ann Kopczynski
Sherrell Andrews and Robert Kuhbach
Adeline and Theodore A. Kurz
Trent Lambert
Leo Model Foundation, Inc.
James Levey

Scott Lindsay
Jordan Lippner and
Dr. Jennifer Jablow
Diane B. and James Lyon
Ian B. MacCallum, Jr.
The Honorable and Mrs. Earle Mack
John and Susi Manley
John F. and Judith D. Manocherian
Margaret Mellon
Hitchcock Foundation
Jennifer L. Marrus
Tess Mateo
Daniel and Robin Mathews
Cornelia McDougald
Robert McMinn, Jr.
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
B. Charles and Toby Milner
Mintz & Gold LLP
Stephen Moeller
Hiroko and Saturo Murase
Nick Nanton
Ingrid Nardoni
Sean Nooner
Old Oaks Foundation, Inc.
Stella and Salvador Paiz
Russel and Julie Patterson
Richard W. Pendleton
Sally Peterson
Joseph A. Piesco, Jr.
Lisa and Richard Plepler
Abigail Pogrebin and David Shapiro
Philippa Portnoy and
Lawrence Portnoy
Malcolm and Catherine Price
Anne Rivers
Rodeph Sholom School Class of 2016
Jeremy S. Rosenshine
Merideth and Kenneth Rosh
Patricia and Douglas Sacks
Jeffrey and Carolyn Salzman
Emily and James Satloff
David and Amanda Schwartz
Barbara and James Scott
Gertrude Scriven
Jefferson Shaw
John Slifer
Jennifer Spataro
The Steven Winnert Charitable Fund
A. Merrill Stubbs and
Jonathan Dorman
George Suttles
Scott Swenor
Jeffrey N. Szymanski and
Samantha Reiss
Josephine Taglianetti
Amy Tenney Levere
Theodore & Renee Weiler
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Foundation, Inc.
Ian Tousignant
Paul Tregidgo
Archie and Maggie Urciuoli
Helen C. and Michael Van Der Voort
Edith Van Slyck and James Hammond
Vinson & Elkins L.L.P.
Nicole and David Wachter
Emily V. Wade
The Warren J. and Florence
Sinsheimer Foundation, Inc.
Michael Warszawski
Neal Weinstein
Donald and Nancy Wilborn
Major In-Kind Donors
Alan David Custom
Dorian Brown and Steven Haas
Tania Clark
The Dalton School
David Yurman Inc.
Dow Jones and Company
El Dorado Demerara
Fiduciary Trust/Franklin
Templeton Investments
Robbie Gordy
Walter Harper
Ish Entertainment
Dr. Jennifer Jablow
John A. Buscarello, Inc.
Kramer Portraits
Judy & Marc Landis
Max Lenarciak
Howard Lundy
Suzanne Lyon
Gustavo Martinez Design
MCD Partners
The National WWII Museum
Andre Newburg
The New York Post
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Prestige Jewelry International
Red Rooster Harlem
Resurrection Episcopal Day School
Sandra and Eric Ripert
Riverdale Country School
Saint John’s Church
The School at Columbia University
Rosanna Scotto
Margaret Smith-Burke
The Standard Hotel High Line
Jonathan Stearns and Lisa Firenze
True Facet
Vince

F i n a n c i a l
S u m m a r y

Operating Revenue
Contributions
2,112,409
Special Events
857,018
Investment Income
95,000
Government Funding
443,540
Management & Rental Income 153,396
Miscellaneous
21,128

July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015

Total Support & Revenues * 3,682,491

Operating Expenses
School Expenses
Management Expenses
Development Expenses
Benefit Expenses

2,948,044
485,034
489,153
142,525

Total Operating Expenses 4,064,756

Net Assets as of June 30, 2015

5,582,851

*Excluding restricted endowment contributions

B o a r d o f
t r u s t e e s
Ray A. Cameron | Chair
Amanda K. Low | Vice-Chair
Lauren Marrus | Vice-Chair
Jeffrey Muti | Vice-Chair
Elsie V. Aidinoff | Chair Emeritus

Dorian Brown
W. J. Patrick Curley III
Peter Eikenberry
John Forbes
George J. Grumbach, Jr.
Reby Gulcan
Mildred E. Jones
Christine LaSala
J. Jordan Lippner
Christopher Moore
Ellen-Jane Moss
Holly Peterson
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Anne Rivers
Robert T. Rylee III
Jonathan C. Stearns
Michael F. Streicker
Michael B. Stubbs
George Suttles
Maria Vecchiotti
George B. Weiksner
Andrew R. Wiener
Amy Wu Silverman
*List as of June 30, 2015

S t o r e f r o n t

Ac a d e m y

H a r l e m

7 0 E ast 1 2 9 th S t r eet
New York, NY 10035
(212) 427-7900 | storefrontacademy.org
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